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Cotgrave Church of England Primary School

Curriculum Policy Learning for Life – ‘Life in all its fullness’ (John 10:10)
Introduction 

Our curriculum is broad, balanced, and rooted in our Christian ethos, encouraging each child to grow in confidence and faith. We aim to foster a life-long love of learning, enabling children to flourish academically, socially, and spiritually. By offering practical, experiential, and cross-curricular learning opportunities, we help children become responsible and caring members of society.

Our curriculum is built around a knowledge-rich approach, focusing on essential subject-specific knowledge. Skills are developed as a natural by-product of this knowledge, promoting long-term learning and retention. We also provide a wide range of extra-curricular activities to enrich the children’s experiences.

We teach and model the values of integrity, compassion, and respect, helping our children grow into positive, responsible citizens who strive to reach their full potential. This aligns with our school vision of Learning for Life – ‘Life in all its fullness’.

Our School Vision: L.I.F.E. We are guided by the principles of L.I.F.E., which stand for:

· Learn: We learn by exploring, questioning, and discovering the world around us, fostering a love of learning.

· Include: We include everyone with kindness, respect, and understanding, celebrating each person in our community.

· Flourish: We flourish by building resilience and embracing challenges with confidence.

· Every day: We do this every day, knowing that God walks beside us, guiding us to live ‘life in all its fullness’.
Core Values in Practice 
Our curriculum is infused with the core values of forgiveness, kindness, respect, thankfulness, community, and resilience. These values are embedded in all aspects of school life, helping children develop the skills and character to thrive.
Curriculum Aims 
Our curriculum reflects the principles of Every Child Matters:

· Safe: A secure and nurturing Christian environment.

· Enjoy and Achieve: A creative and engaging learning experience that supports and challenges.

· Healthy: Promoting healthy lifestyles through education and activity.

· Make a Positive Contribution: Encouraging active participation in school, community, and global issues.

· Prepared for Life: Equipping children with key skills and values for future success.
Christian Ethos and Values 
Our curriculum is underpinned by the Christian ethos of our school. Daily collective worship is at the heart of our community, reinforcing our shared values. We focus on monthly Christian values, which are celebrated and practiced throughout the school, promoting kindness, perseverance, and humility.
Growth Mindset and Creative Learning 
We embrace a Growth Mindset approach, encouraging children to face challenges with a positive attitude. Our ‘Learning Muscles’ framework – Self-belief, Teamwork, Enthusiasm, and Perseverance – supports children’s development as resilient and reflective learners.

A Thematic and Cross-Curricular Approach 
Our thematic curriculum links subject planning across topics to create a cohesive and stimulating learning experience. Vocabulary development and long-term retention of ‘sticky knowledge’ are integral to our planning. Topics are enriched with visits, themed days, and ‘wow’ moments to deepen children’s understanding and engagement.
Educational Visits and Outdoor Learning 
Learning outside the classroom is a key component of our curriculum. Visits and residential trips provide rich learning experiences that enhance the curriculum and broaden children’s horizons. Opportunities range from local heritage visits to national museums and outdoor adventure activities.
Curriculum Planning and Structure 
Our curriculum planning ensures coherence, progression, and full coverage of the Early Years Foundation Stage areas and National Curriculum subjects. Teachers plan engaging lessons with clear learning objectives and success criteria, tailored to meet individual needs.



Subjects Overview- See individual vision statements for more detailed information.
Religious Education (RE) 
Religious Education plays a central role in our school, helping children explore fundamental questions about life, develop their spiritual understanding, and learn about Christianity and other world religions. We use the ‘Understanding Christianity’ framework alongside the Nottinghamshire Agreed Syllabus to guide our teaching. Visits to local places of worship enrich learning experiences.
English 
English is at the heart of our curriculum. We aim to develop confident speakers, readers, and writers who can articulate their thoughts and ideas effectively. Our teaching focuses on:

· Speaking and Listening: Building vocabulary and communication skills.

· Reading: Encouraging a love for reading through guided sessions, phonics, and exposure to a range of texts.

· Writing: Developing writing skills across genres with a strong emphasis on spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

· Vocabulary Development: Expanding children’s language and understanding through contextual learning.
Mathematics 
We aim to instill a love for mathematics by building fluency, reasoning, and problem-solving skills. Lessons are designed to develop conceptual understanding and apply mathematical knowledge to real-life contexts. Key areas include:

· Number and Place Value

· Operations and Calculations

· Geometry and Measurement

· Data Handling and Statistics
Science 
Science fosters curiosity and a sense of wonder about the world. Our hands-on approach encourages children to ask questions, experiment, and draw conclusions. Core areas include:

· Biology: Understanding living things and life processes.

· Chemistry: Exploring materials and their properties.

· Physics: Investigating forces, light, sound, and electricity.
History 
Our history curriculum helps children understand the past and its impact on the present. We teach local, national, and world history, encouraging children to think critically and develop a chronological understanding of key events and periods.
Geography 
Geography encourages children to explore the world around them, developing their knowledge of places, environments, and the processes that shape them. Key elements include:

· Human and Physical Geography

· Map Skills and Fieldwork

· Sustainability and Global Citizenship
Computing
 Computing equips children with digital literacy and problem-solving skills. We focus on e-safety, coding, and using technology creatively and responsibly.
Physical Education (PE) 
PE promotes physical fitness, teamwork, and a healthy lifestyle. Children participate in a range of activities, including athletics, dance, gymnastics, team sports, and outdoor pursuits.
Art and Design 
Art encourages creativity and self-expression. Our curriculum includes drawing, painting, sculpture, and exploring the work of famous artists.
Design and Technology (DT) 
DT nurtures practical skills and problem-solving abilities. Children design, make, and evaluate projects using various materials and tools.
Music 
Music is an essential part of school life. Children learn to sing, play instruments, and appreciate different musical genres. Performance opportunities, such as school productions, enhance their confidence.
Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) 
We introduce children to basic Spanish, focusing on conversational skills, vocabulary, and cultural awareness.

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE) 
PSHE supports children’s personal development, covering topics such as health, relationships, and citizenship. Our approach ensures children feel valued and understand their responsibilities within the community and the wider world.



Assessment 
Assessment is a continuous process, with formative assessment playing a crucial role in day-to-day learning. Summative assessments at the end of each term provide an overview of children’s progress. Teachers set clear success criteria and provide precise feedback to help children achieve their learning goals.

Inclusion and British Values 
We celebrate the diversity of our school community and promote British values of democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect. Our curriculum reflects this through opportunities to explore different cultures, challenge stereotypes, and develop a sense of global citizenship.

Curriculum Adaptation and Inclusion for Children with SEND 
We are committed to providing an inclusive curriculum that meets the needs of all learners, including children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). Our approach focuses on adapting teaching strategies and resources to ensure every child can access the curriculum and achieve their full potential. This includes differentiated planning, targeted interventions, and close collaboration with parents, carers, and external specialists. We prioritize fostering a supportive and nurturing environment where children feel valued and respected, enabling them to develop confidence and resilience in their learning journey.

Roles and Responsibilities

· Teachers: Deliver an engaging and inclusive curriculum, plan effectively, and ensure all children have equal access.

· Head Teacher: Oversee curriculum implementation, report to governors, and ensure alignment with school policies.

· Governing Body: Monitor curriculum delivery and contribute to strategic planning.
Conclusion 
Our curriculum is designed to provide children with a rich, varied, and inspiring education that prepares them for life. By fostering a love of learning and grounding everything in our Christian ethos, we aim to help every child thrive and achieve their full potential.



This document will be reviewed annually to ensure it remains aligned with our school vision and statutory requirements.
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